
Welcome to P3b!



Tonight’s Aims

 To explain a bit about what we will learn and 
how we learn in Hermitage Park in 2019

 To give you a chance to ask about anything 
you are unsure about

 (Tonight is not about discussing individual 
children’s progress – there are parental 
consultations next month for this purpose)



How do our learners learn?

 Today, learners use a variety of approaches and 
strategies

 Some children are more visual learners, some learn best 
by listening to others and processing what they have 
heard, and some learn best by ‘doing’.

 Learning today is much more practical and ‘hands on’ than 
it used to be, for example, we use random name pickers, 
’no hands up’ lessons and ‘Talk Partners’, among other 
strategies, to help keep children engaged.

 Children learn from books and technology, from direct 
teaching, through discussion and through more ‘active 
learning’ techniques.



How do we feed back to you about your child’s 
progress?

 Progress Jotters are sent home at regular intervals throughout the year. 
These will contain a snapshot of your child’s learning and will give you an 
idea of the progress they are making.

 There are two parental consultations when we can meet to discuss your 
child’s progress.

 Online Learning Journals are updated every term to feed back to you on 
Literacy, Numeracy/Math’s and Health & Wellbeing.

 There is also a brief summary report at the end of the year, which is 
also posted on the Online Learning Journals.



Our School Spelling Policy 2019- Key Messages

Our Vision 
Spelling is integral to a learner’s self esteem and 

ability to communicate in writing.  Through our 

differentiated and motivating approach to the 

teaching of spelling all learners will be given the 

opportunity to make progress with their spelling and 

be able to communicate their needs and ideas 

confidently in writing.



What will this look like?
 Primary 3 will continue to learn phonics following the 

Edinburgh Rich Literacy programme.

 Each week new spelling patterns and rules and will be 
introduced. 

 On a Tuesday the children will be given a 
differentiated spelling list as part of their 
homework. This should be returned to me by the 
following Monday.

 We also practise these words along with tricky words 
throughout the week and the children have the 
opportunity to engage with their spelling using multi-
sensory teaching strategies.  (see next slide)



What are multi-sensory teaching strategies?

Say
TTYP

flashcards
guess which
mnemonics

rhyme
say/ sing  syllables

word tennis

Write
(Using cursive script)

rainbow spelling
hi-light spelling 

pattern from a text
alphabetize your 

spelling list
word search

word muddling
spelling shapes/ 

pictures
friends and enemies

tracing
back writing
air writing
dictation
hangman

Make/Do
tallying

word clapping
partner L,C,S,W,Ch
find words within 

words
noughts and crosses
model/make word 
with materials
matching games
finger spelling

magnetic boards
typing
cutting

stamp it out
dictionary hunt
spelling aerobics



How will we assess and track your 

child’s progress?

 Ongoing – look, say cover, write check/self assessment/ peer 

assessment/teacher assessment of application of spelling patterns in 

pupil writing in class

 Twice a term – summative test of sounds covered that term. 

 Annually – all pupils will be tested using the single word spelling test 

to track progress and identify pupils who would benefit from 

programmes of support.



Reading

 We will focus on blending sounds, recognising common words and 
our understanding of the text.

 We will also increase our focus on comprehension and application 
of our reading skills through group discussions.

 New reading books will be given out on a Monday and should be 
returned to me on the Friday.

 Each week our class will visit the school library. They will be 
able to select a book of their choice to read for enjoyment. 
This book must be returned before a new book can be 
borrowed.

 You can support at home by encouraging the reading of any text 
– which within the Scottish Curriculum cover a wide variety of 
media. 



Hermie Counts

 We are aiming to improve our mathematical mental agility 
across the school.

 Hermie Counts will focus on daily 10 to 15 minute mental 
agility at the start of every maths lesson. 

 The whole school will focus on each aspect at the same time.

 Our current focus is on counting forwards and backwards



Hermie Counts

‘A Rainbow of Numeracy Skills’

Counting forwards and 

backwards

Number after and 

before

Number 

recognition

Combining 

and 

partitioning 

numbers & 

place value

Addition and subtraction
Multiplication and division; 

fractions, decimal fractions 

and percentages; ratio and 

proportion

Sequencing and 

ordering; 

number lines; 

equivalences



Maths

 In P3, we are continuing to progress through 
SEAL (Stages of Early Arithmetical 
Learning). This builds on numeracy skills in a 
progressive way.

 For ‘Beyond Number’ Maths skills, (Time, 
Money, Measurement etc.), we use a variety 
of resources and relate the skills learned to 
real life as much as possible



Home School Learning Policy – Key 
Messages
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF HOME LEARNING?

To consolidate and reinforce learning.
To promote home/school partnerships and provide opportunities for parents 
and children to work together.
To promote the value and enjoyment of life long learning.
To develop independent learning skills and encourage good learning habits.
To provide an opportunity for parents to gain an understanding of what and 
how children are learning at school.
To provide tasks which build on the children’s skills and interests.

We acknowledge that different family circumstances provide different 
amounts of time for families to learn together.  This policy was created in 
response to parent feedback that our home learning policy should be flexible 
and provide activities that support parents with ideas for home learning 
without being prescriptive. 



• A home learning wall will be sent home each term.
• Reading books will be sent home each week.
• Spelling word lists will be given out each week, 

these will include the tricky words we are working 
on in school. 

• Examples of spelling games can be found in the 
back of the home learning jotters. 

• All home learning journals should be brought into 
school on a MONDAY.

Home Learning P3



How will my child receive feedback?

The purpose of home learning is to consolidate skills and develop independent 
learning skills and as such we do not expect staff to give detailed written 
feedback.  Feedback strategies for pupils will include…

 Discussion with pupil individually

 Short written feedback

 Pupils will share their work with a peer and give peer feedback

 Pupils will self-assess

 Group discussion

 Pupils may share learning with the class and get immediate verbal feedback 
such as 2 stars and a wish.

 A spelling challenge will take place throughout the school once every half term 
to monitor progress.



And finally…

 Above all I want your children to be happy in 
my class, and to feel confident in striving to 
achieve to the best of their abilities.

 This is a partnership, and if there is anything 
that concerns you, or that I can help with, 
please do not hesitate to arrange an 
appointment with the school office.

 Thank you!


