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12th June 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Following the communication sent this afternoon to all families by Alistair Gaw (see 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolclosures), I am writing to provide you with further 

information on staffing and class organisation at Hermitage Park.  Our classes have 

each been allocated a provisional home class teacher for August 2020 (see below).  

Please be aware that it may be necessary at times for your child to be taught by a 

different member of staff from the Hermie Teaching Family as we are expecting the 

national guidance on infection control to continue to impact on our staffing profile.   

 

In line with national guidance and to enable social distancing, only 33% of the 

school population (Nursery – P7) will be able to return on any given day to the 

school building.  Each class will therefore by divided into 3 groups. E.g  P3A will 

become - P3A Group 1,  P3A Group 2 and P3A Group 3.  Only one group from each 

class will then be present in the school building on any school day. You will receive a 

further communication from us before the end of term in which we will identify your 

child’s group, and their days/patterns of attendance.  Following council guidance, 

when allocating pupils to each group, priority can only be given to keeping siblings 

within the same attendance pattern.  

 

 Home Class Staff 

Nursery Class Mrs Harrison (Early Years Officer) 

P1A Miss Young (Principal Teacher) 

P1B Ms Binnie 

P2A Ms Fairweather 

P2B Miss Ziemons (Mon/Tues & alternate Fri) Mrs Ross 

(Wed/Thus & alternate Fri) 

P3A Miss Wilson 

P3B Mrs Carson 

P4A Mrs Deponio 

P4B Miss Brown 

P5 Ms Watson 

P5/6 Miss Alexander 

P6 Mrs Duff 

P7A Miss Allan 

P7B Miss Milne 

Support for Learning Miss Ziemons (Wed/Thurs) 

Specialist staff Mrs Leggatt (PE) 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/schoolclosures


 

 

Mr Craighead (Music) 

Senior Leadership Team Faye Calder-Kelly (Headteacher) 

Nicola Colvin (Depute Headteacher – Additional 

Needs) 

Lisa Black (Depute Headteacher – Pupil Equity) 

 

We will continue to have our amazing team of support staff.  As we have not yet 

finalised our support staff timetables I have not included them in the staffing profile 

above.  However, they will also play a key role in supporting your children’s return to 

our school building. 

 

We recognise that these measures will be challenging for many families, but we are 

greatly looking forward to seeing the pupils back in our building in August. I am 

certain that you will have many questions about the practicalities of the new 

arrangements.  As I am sure you are aware we are working within fast changing 

national and council guidelines. We are endeavoring to provide you with key 

information as quickly as we can in these unprecedented times. 

 

I hope that before the end of term I will be able to provide further information on the 

following – 

• Your child’s class group and days/patterns of attendance. 

• How we will support your child with their health and wellbeing, including their 

understanding and following of the new infection control measures we will 

have in place. 

• Our Key Worker Hub (who can attend, timings and patterns of attendance). 

• Infection control measures at drop off and pick up. 

• School lunches. 

• Blended Learning (e.g how we will support your child with home learning on 

the days they are not in the school building). 

And lots more… 

 

All home class teachers will make a short film of their new classroom, entrance 

arrangement etc that you will be able to view in the last week of term to support 

transitions to new staff and classrooms.   

 

Your child’s class teacher from this year has also written a final comment on your 

child’s overall progress (up to our closure in March) which will be published on the 

Online Learning Journals on Monday.  

 

Many thanks for your patience and ongoing support.  I am confident that we will 

work together as a Hermie community to support our learners with the transition 

back into our school building and our ‘new normal’.  I hope you all have a lovely 

weekend. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Faye Calder-Kelly 

Headteacher 


