
Mary Queen of Scots Comprehension – week 8.3.21 

 

Murder Mystery 

• Why is Mary unable to leave Lord Darnley? 

• Where did Mary originally meet the Earl of Bothwell? Why does she admire him? 

• What is mysterious about the Earl of Moray’s actions? 

• Why was Darnley’s death thought to be suspicious? 

• Queen Elizabeth of England uses the word’ skulduggery’ to describe the events – 

what does this mean? 

 

Kidnapped 

• Why are Scottish people angry with Mary? 

• Why was Mary wrong to trust Bothwell? 

• What does Mary discover once Bothwell leaves? 

• Where does Bothwell escape to and why is he imprisoned on his arrival? 

• Why are some people still suspicious of Mary? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Murder Mystery Answers 

• Why is Mary unable to leave Lord Darnley? 

a. Mary is expecting his baby and scandal would be bad for the child’s 

future. 

• Where did Mary originally meet the Earl of Bothwell? Why does she admire him? 

a. Mary met Bothwell in France and thought he was proud, daring and 

strong. 

• What is mysterious about the Earl of Moray’s actions? 

a. The Earl of Moray has secret talks with Bothwell and soon after an 

explosion kills Darnley. 

• Why was Darnley’s death thought to be suspicious? 

a. Darnley’s death was suspicious because he appears to have been strangles 

before the explosion took place. 

• Queen Elizabeth of England uses the word’ skulduggery’ to describe the events – 

what does this mean? 

a. Skulduggery means behaviour or activities that are dishonest. 

 

Kidnapped 

• Why are Scottish people angry with Mary? 

a. Scottish people are angry with Mary because they don’t feel that she 

enforced the law and saw to it that Darnley’s killers were punished. 

• Why was Mary wrong to trust Bothwell? 

a. Bothwell tricked Mary into meeting him, kidnapped her and forced her to 

marry him at Dunbar Castle. 

• What does Mary discover once Bothwell leaves? 

a. Mary discovers that she is pregnant with twins. 

• Where does Bothwell escape to and why is he imprisoned on his arrival? 

a. Bothwell escapes to Denmark and is sent to prison by the King who knows 

he is a murder suspect. 

• Why are some people still suspicious of Mary? 

a. Some Scots believe that Mary planned to run away with Bothwell 

together. 

 


